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SERMO N. 


Erurstans, 1. 4.—Accerding as he hath chosen us in him before the 
Soundation of the world, that we should be holy, and without blame be- 
Sore him in love. 


The Apostle Paul, in his second Epistle to Timothy, says, “ All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, fer correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. But 
Many, at the present day differ in opinion from the Apostle. They think, 
that seme revealed truths are very unprofitable. Though the doc- 
trine of election is fully and clearly taught in the text; yet too many 
think and say, that, if this be a revealed truth, it ought not to be 
preached. But upon sober reflection, is not this charging Ged fool- 
ishly ? Why should he plainly reveal a truth, which ministers ought 
not to preach? And why should any people calla minister to preach 
the gospel te them, and at the same time wish him te conceal some of 
the truths contained in the gospel ? But further inquiries of this kind 
will be suspended, and we shall, 

I. Inquire into the doctrine of election, as contained in the holy 
Scriptures: and 

Il. Offer a number of reasons, why this doctrine should be 
preached. 

I. We are to inguire into the doctrine of election, as contained in 
the holy Scriptures. 

1. The election of the saints was frometernity. If we believe that 
God is immutable, we must believe that all his purposes have existed 
in his mind from everlasting. His electing some of the human race 
to everlasting life is clearly taught in the covenant of redemption. 
Weoften read of an elect number, who were given to Christ, in the 
covenant of redemption ; who were promised as a reward for his vol- 
untary sufferings, and whom he has engaged effectually to save. 
To this purpose we read in the 53d chapter of Isaiah. “ When thow 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shail 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied : by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; for he shall bear 






























eet ¢ Bee trap. ee 


ee 


De ponies tn 












218 Sermon. OCTOBER, 





their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath 
poured out his soul unto death.” Our Lord himself speaks of thie 
chosen number, in his ever memorable prayer recorded in the 17th 
chapter of John. “ Father, the hour is come: glorify thy Son, that 
thy Son also may glorify thee: as thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. IT have manifested thy name unto the men whom thou gavest 
me out of the world. I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but 
for them whem thou hast given me ; for they are thine.” That this 
number were chosen in eternity, is expressly declared in our text, and 
the preceding verse. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whe hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ; According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world.” The apostle expresses the same 
truth, in his 2d epistle to Timothy. “Be not thou, therefore, asham- 
ed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel, according to the power of 
God, Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” It hence 
appears from plain passages of scripture, that a certain number of the 
human race were chosen to salvation before the world began, and 
given to Christ, in the covenant of redemption, as a reward for his 
sufferings. This was before time began. They were, therefore, 
chosen in eternity, 

2. The Bible informs us, that the elect were chosen before their 
characters were formed. This is a natural and unavoidable infer; 
ence from their being chosen before the foundation of the world. 
This choice being made before creation, it must ef necessity be madc 
before the persons chosen hed formed their moral characters. That 
this is a truth, we are plainly taught. It is written of Esau and Jacob 
“The children being not yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not 
of works, but of him that calleth, it was said unto her, the elder 
shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
but Esau have I hated.” From this particular instance, and from 
what God said to Moses, that he would have mercy on whom he 
would have mercy, the apostle draws this general inference, “So 
then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that showeth mercy.” From these, and many passages of like iin- 
port, it is certain that the elect were chosen to salvation before their 
characters were formed. 

3. The Bible informs us, that God acted as a wise and holy sovet- 
cign, in choosing some toe eternal life. He chose not only some of 
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those who should live moral lives, but some who should be the chief 
of sinners. The apostle Paul was a chosen vessel of God, to bear his 
name among the Gentiles; yet, before his conversion, he was, at- 
cording to his own confession, the chief of sinners. To this class be- 
long Mary Magdalene, the Corinthian converts, and many others, 
who were chosen, from eternity, to be heirs of the grace of God. 
The sovereignty of God in election is often declared. His words to 
Moses are quoted by the apostle Paul. “ For he saith to Moses, I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compassion.” The apostle, in the same 
chapter, after mentioning Jacob and Esau, and ‘several other instanc- 
es, in which the sovereignty of God was displayed, draws the follow- 
ing inférence. “Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” The Lord Jesus Christ, in 
a clear view of this sovereignty, was made to rejoice, and to thank 
his Father in heaven. “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and 
said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto, babés: Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.” It is, therefore, a plainly revealed truth, that God acted as 
a sovereign in choosing the heirs of salvation. 

4. The Bible informs us, that the elect were chosen in Christ. 
This is plainly asserted in the text. “ Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; According as he hath chosen 
us in him, béfore the foundation of the world.” The elect are chos- 
én and saved on account of Christ, not on their own account. Thie 
we are plainly taught by the apostle Paul in his epistle to Titus. 
“ Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing ef regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost.” It is a goint much insisted on in scripture, 
that those who are saved, are not saved ow account of their own 
works; but by the mercy and grace of God in Christ. Itis written 
in Romans, “If Abraham were justified by works he hath whereof to 
glory; but not before God.” Itis written in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, “ We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we shall be saved, even as they.” Salvation, not by works, but by 
grace, is a truth running through the whole Bible. The apostle Pe- 
ter affirms this truth, when he addresses the chosen of God in the fol- 
lowing manner, “ Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the spirit unto obedience, and sprink- 
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” By his spirit the elect are sancti- 
fied and made obedient, and through his blood they are pardoned and 
@rved. 
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5. The Bible informs us, that the elect are chosen to holiness, in 
the present life. This truth is asserted in our text. “ According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, and without~blame before him in love.” The same 
truth is expressed by the apostle Peter in the passage just quoted : 
Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father: How ? Not 
in consequence of sanctification and obedience ; but, through sanctt- 
fication of the spirit wnto ebedience. God, when he chose the saints 
before the foundation of the world, chose to make them obedient, or 
holy, through the sanctifying influences of his spirit. Hence we are 
informed, that “ whem. God foreknew, he did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son.” To be conformed to the image of 
the Son of God, is to be holy. We are also informed, that “ without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord ;” and that “the grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation, teacheth us, that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present evil world.” [thence plainly appears, that the elect were 
chosen to holiness in the present life; and that none have any ground 
to hope that they are of the chosen nember, unless they have evi 
dence that they have some degree of holiness. 

6. The Bible assures us, that all whom God has chosen to eterna! 
life, will infallibly be saved. Theapostle Paul says to the Thessalo- 
nian converts, “ But let us; who are of the day, be sober, putting on 
the breast-plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the hope of sal- 
vation: For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ.”” Our Lord has said, “Except 
these days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but 
for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. For there shall 
be false Christs and false prophets, who shall show great signs and 
wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they should deceive the 
very elect.” From these words of our Saviour, it appears, that it is 
impossible to deceive the elect, and that nothing shall hinder their 
salvation. The apostle says, “ Who shall lay any thing te the charge 
of God’s elect ? It is God who justifieth ; who is: he that condemneth?” 
If God justify the elect, so that no one can have any thing to lay te 
their charge, and if it be not possible for them to be deceived, we 
may be certain, that they will be saved. But we have confirming 
evidence upon this point. Speaking of the day of judgment, Christ 
says, “ Then shall he send forth his angels, and they shall gather to- 
gether his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost parts of the 
earth to the uttermost part of heaven.” In another place, he says, 
“My sheep,” by which is meant the elect, “hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: AndI give unto them eternal life ; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand. My Father, who gave them me, is greater than all; and 
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no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” The apostle 
Paul says to the Romans, “ But the election hath obtained it.” And 
again, “We know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called of God according to his 
purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first born 


among many brethren. 


Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 


he also called ; and whom he called, them he also justified ; and whom 


he justified, them he also glorified.” 


Here, all who love God, who 


are called, or chosen of God, according to his purpose, are declered 
to be predestinated to be conformed to the image of Christ, which is 
to be predestinated to holiness of heart and life. And these all, with- 


out exception, are justified and glerified. 


Nothing can be more cer 


tain, from scripture, than thet all the elect will be made holy in this 


world, and gloriously happy in the world to come. 


7. We have evidence from the word of God, that none but the elect 


will be saved. 


Solomon says, “ The Lord hath made all things for 
himself; yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” 


The Lord Jesus 


Christ says, “ Ye believe not because ye are not of my sheep.” The 
apostle Paul says, “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, even for 
this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my power 
in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the 
earth.” The apostle Peter calls Christ “a stdne of stumbling, and 
a rock of offence, to them who stumble at the word, being disobe- 


dient, whereunto also they are appointed.” 


The apostle Jude says, 


“ For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 


ordained to this condemnation ; ungodly men, turning the grace of 


God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 


Jesus Christ.” 


it, and the rest were blinded.” 


The apostle Pau! says, “ The election hath obtained 
The Revelator, John, informs us, 


that the names of the elect were written in the Lamb’s book of life, 
from the foundation of the world, and that none will be saved, only 
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. In one 
place he says, “ And all that dwell upon the earth shali worship 
him,” that is, the dragon or beast, “‘ whose names are not written in 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
In another place, “ The beast that thou sawest was and is not, and 
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: And 
they that dwell on the earth shail wonder, whose names are not writ 
ten in the book of life—from the foundation of the world.” And in 
another place, he says, speaking of the day of judgment, “ Whosoe- 
ever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 


of fire, which is the second death.” 


These passages plainly teach, 


and fully prove, that none but the elect will be saved. They inform 


us that God has made the wicked for the day of evil; that those who 
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are not of Christ’s sheep will not believe; that those who are not 

elected are blinded ; and that all whose names are not written in the 

Lamb’s book of life, will, in the day of judgment, be cast into the 

lake of fire, which is the second death. H. N. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.] 





POR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
BY BUNYANUS. 
[Continued from page 208.]} 
CHAPTER XXvV. 

-trdent. Have you told the whole of your dream ? 

Thoughtful: No: the consultation proceeded, as follows : 

Spirit of Delusion. The preceding observations remind me of one 
thing which must aot be forgotten, and from which we derived much 
advantage in the last century. We must lead those who are forward 
in the work to court opposition and persecation, and take pains to 
provoke it. And then, when they have raised it against themselves, 
to plead it as an evidence that they are right, because it is written 
that the followers of the Prince shall suffer persecution. (a.) 

Sp. of Persecution. Yes; and then I can'urge them on to prosecute 
others, in their own vindication.(b) At least, I can hope to lead them 
to be loud in the cry of persecution, persecution, and to be vehement 
and noisy in their complaints, and to vindicate themselves in away of 
bitterness, and high censuring of others ;(c) and then to justify them- 
selves in it, by pleading that it is not their own cause in which they 
are thus vehement, but the cause of their Master, as was the case of 
Peter, when he drew the sword and began to smite with it, without 
waiting for orders so to do. 

Sp. of Self-Confidence. And when they have thus provoked oppo- 
sition against themselves, I can whisper to them that it is because 
they are so much better than others, so much more faithfal in the dis- 
eharge of duty, that they are thus persecuted. And I can take occa- 
sion from it to make them more bold and assuming, and to put ona 
dictatorial air, both towards God and man. Under the notion of a ho- 
ly boldness and familiarity, all reverence and dread of the Divine 
Majesty must be laid aside.(d) And under the impression of their 
own superiority, they must be led to expect that all others should 
submit to their dictation, and yield them the deference of preceptors, 
and to be much offended if others do not freely acknowledge it, and 
pay them all the respect which they think is their due. (e) Much 
may be done in this way. It is the natural temper of mankind to de- 
sire to be as gods ; and it is not difficult to persuade them that they are 


¢a) Edwards, LIT. 259, 260. (6) 234. (c) 285. (d) 236. (e) 238. 
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especially if they have been the instruments of accomplishing some 
great things. You all know, that in this way we gained an ad- 
vantage over Moses, and got him excluded from the promised land. 
How unlike the meekness he commonly manifested, was his language 
at that time, “Hear, now, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of 
this rock?” There will be no great difficulty in persuading the mul- 
titude to help us in this. The inhabitants of Lystra manifested the 
natural disposition of mankind, when they acknowledged Paul and 
Barnabas as gods, and went about to offer sacrifices to them, because 
a lame man had been healed. (/) 

Sp. of Fanatictsm. And it will help greatly to accomplish this ob- 
ject, if we can make men believe now, as we did in the last century, 
that it is the manner of the King, now in these days, to guide his 
saints, at least some of the more eminent, by inspiration, or immediate 
revelation, and to make known to them what shall come to pass herc- 
after, or what it is his will that they should do, by impressions that he 
by his Spirit makes on their minds. (g) This will open a wide door for 
us. For, we can not only puff up with pride and self-confidence those 
who imagine themselves thus distinguished, and lead those who think 
so of them to regard them as oracles, but we shall thus have an op- 
portunity to set ourselves up as oracles, and to have our suggestions 
regarded as the infallible rule and guide of the King’s subjects ; and 
then we may direct them at our pleasure. (/) 

Sp. of Error. And thus we can bring the King’s book inte con 
tempt, to render its doctrines and precepts despised, as our past ex- 
perience abundantly shows. And this error will support and defend 
all errors, both of sentiment and practice. Tor, how shall a man, who 
is not thus inspired, presume to instruct or correct one who is guided 
by the immediate counscls and commands of the great King hin-- 
self!(¢) Andthe notion must be made to prevail, that this is a dis- 
tinction which belongs to some of the most eminent saints, and is a 
mark of the peculiar favor with which the King regards them, that 
the ordinary sanctifying influences of his Spirit may be despised, and 
Paul’s preference of them above miraculous gifts may be made to in- 
jure his credit as an‘apostie; and that men may be led to admire 
others, and almost worship them, for the imagined possession of that 
which Balaam and others of our friends have really had in former 
times. (k) 

Sp. of Fanaticism. It is probable that some will be slow to believe 
that any are inspired now, because the King’s book is completed, and 
declared to be a sufficient and perfect rule, and men are forbidden to 
make any additions to it. But we must meet their objections with 
such declarations of that book as speak of men’s being led by the 
Spirit. It is not likely that many will examine closely enough to see 
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that such declarations have reference to the sanctifying influences of 
the Spirit, and not to inspiration. We must induce them to take it 
for granted that they refer to sueh a leading as we wish them to be- 
lieve. And then, when we have made this belief to prevail, and pre- 
pared men to expect new revélations, suggestions, or impulses, we 
can make such suggestions or impulses as we please, and lead them 
about at our will.(/) And not only so, but when it is believed that 
they are led by the Spirit, we can easily make men believe that those 
who object to any thing they say or do, are opposing the Spirit, and 
ought to be shunned and denounced as monsters of impiety. 
Sp. of Delusion. Wehave been greatly assisted heretofore, in 
making men believe in impulses, by inculgating wrong views of the 
prayer of faith.(m) For, though it is true, that when any have pray- 
ed with a right temper, and have had much of the true spirit of pray- 
er, they have reason to think their prayer is heard, and accepted, and 
will be answered in what they ask for, orin something else which the 
King sees to be more for bis honor and glory, (n) we made them be- 
lieve they should certainly have the very thing they asked for. And 
then we took occasion to mislead and deceive them, by making strong 
impressions upon their imagination, and exciting a strong persua- 
sion that the thing they asked for should be granted,(o) and 
leading them to the exercise ef a self-righteeus confidence in 
their prayers, and a high conceit of themselves as eminent saints 
and special favorites of the King, and also a high conceit of 
the prayers they had made, because they were much enlarged 
and affected in them; and thus made them positive that the thing 
would come to pass. And when they had once conceived such a no- 
tion, it was easy to make them grow stronger and stronger in it, and 
to make them think it was from an immediate divine hand upon their 
minds to strengthen their confidence ; when in reality it was only by 
their dwelling in their minds upon their own excellence, and high 
experiences, and great assistances, whereby they leeked brighter 
and brighter in their ewn eyes.(p) And because the things they 
have prayed fot have come to pass, we have made them believe it 
was connected with such particular impulses and impressions; and 
have thus led some of the true friends of Jmmanuel to believe they 
were favoured with the same kind of influences that the apostles and 
prophets had ofold.(q) Indeed I have so much confidence in the in- 
fluence of this notion of the prayer of faith, that I believe, if we can 
only get it extensively embraced, it can be made the grand instra- 
ment in our hands of making revivals just what we desire to have 
them. 
Sp. of Error. In these various ways, I think we can prevail now, as 
we did before, to deceive and mislead many of the real friends of Im- 


———— 








(J) 251. (m) ib. (n) 252. (0) 288. (p) 254. (q) 265 
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manuel. Andas we then led far out of the way some of the most 
distinguished leaders in the work, as Whitefield and Brainerd both 
acknowledged we did them, in some instances,* I see not why we 
may notdo the same now. And if we can, we must then take advan- 
tage of their popularity, to inculcate an error which can be made of 
great service tous. It is the notion that ifthe King gives great success 
to any men, or avy measures, that is a proof that he approves of them, 
and that they are certainly right.(r) We made use of this argument 
in those days, and with great success. For when ang found fault 
with such persons, or with any thing they did, we were ready to raise 
the cry, that the King had smiled upon them, and blessed them, and 
given them great success, and that however men undertook to charge 
them as guilty of many wrong things, yet it was evident that the 
King was with them, and then who could stand against them? With 
such a plea we stopped the ears of those who were blamed for their 
misconduct, and prepared the multitude blindly to follow wherever 

they should lead the way. Let us again inculcate the same princi- 
ple. It will be the best shield against any attempts which may be 
made to correct the errors into which we wish to lead men, and con- 

tribute essentially to the accomplishment ef our schemes. It will al- 

so justify the deceitful, lving contrivance ef Jacob, by which he suc- 

ceeded in obtaining the blessing, and the covetousness and thievery 

in which Judas lived while he was working miracles and casting out 

devils.(s) And if we can connect with it the idea, that because they 

have enjoyed much of the presence of the King, and the special com- 

forts of his spirit, at the time of their doing the particular thing for 

which they are blamed, that is a sure evidence that’they were in the 

right, it will be all the better. For that will justify the polygamy of 
David, and Solomen’s transgression of one of the most plain and posi- 

tive directions of the divine law. (¢) And when success is made the 

criterion of right and wreng, it will be easy for us to lead people to 

condemn and despise all the ancient prophets, and even the Prince 

Immanuel himself, for their want of success. 

Beelzebub. You have now brought into view the principal devices 
whieh we successfully practised in the last century, and by 
which we prevailed, so greatly to mar and hinder the revival of 
that day, and to turn it to the advancement of our cause for 
many years after. I entirely approve of the advice to try them again; 
and I anticipate the same success, if not greater. Proceed to the 
execution of your several parts. Get as many of our friends as pos- 
sible introduced into the churches and into the ministry. Increase 
the prejudices which are entertained against the truth, that the ears 


*Ed. 316, and Brainerd’s Mem. 110, 446. (r) Ed. 264. (s) 265. (#) 
“67, and Deut. xvi. 16, 17 
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of men may be turned away from it, and be turned into fables. Use 
all your craft and subtlety to mislead the friends of Immanuel. Per- 
suade the ambassadors of the King to regulate the understandings of 
men, and to address themselves only to their passions. If any sin- 
ners are awakened, hurry them from meeting to meeting, and ply them 
with visits upon visits, that they may have no time for reflection, or for 
reading the King’s book. Let them be agitated with a sense of their 
danger, when that can no longer be concealed, but let them be kept 
from any discovery of the real temper of their hearts. Keep them 
from discovering the character of the King, that they may not know 
to what they must become reconciled. When they ask what they 
must do to be saved, let them be told that they cannot change their 
own hearts, but that they must pray, and seek religion, as well as they 
ean with their present hearts, And letthem be encouraged with the 
hope that by persevering in this they shall be safe. We know that 
so long as they follow such directions they will continue in our hands. 
If their distress continues, and cannot be relieved without a hope, we 
can take several ways to lead them to embrace such a one as we 
wish. Perhaps our old methods may succeed with some. Perhaps 
we may lead them to believe their sins are forgiven, by some dream, 
or vision, or impression upon the imagination, or the suggestion of a 
text of scripture; or we may persuade them it is their duty to believe 
it without any evidence, and that saving faith consists in believing 
that theirsins are forgiven. Perhaps new methods may succeed bet- 
ter with others. Let them be told to submit to Immanuel, to submit 
to be saved ; and let them understand this to mean only that they 
must be willing to part with the pleasures of this world for the sake 
of securing their future happiness, just as is practised by our friends 
the worshippers of Juggernaut. Let them be persuaded to promise 
that they will do this at a particular time, and make it a matter of 
calculation. And when the time arrives, we must stand ready to 
persuade them that they do submit. As soon as they get this idea, 
their distress will be gone, and they will feel happy. And this must 
be called conversion. And then all must stand ready to rejoice with 
them, and flatter them that they are converted; and the idea must be 
encouraged, that for them or others to have any doubts of the reality 
of their conversion, is the dreadfui sin of unbelief, and proceeds fron 
the suggestions of the enemy. 

Sp. of Delusion. Let me suggest one thing. When sinners are 
awakened they must be prayed for. Noone can object to that; for 
it is a duty to pray for all men. When any have embraced a hope, 
let them be mentioned as examples of the efficacy of prayer. This 
will induce others to ask to be prayed for too, with the expectation 
that they also shall be converted in consequence. Let them know 
that they are to be thus prayed for, and it will scarcely need any help 
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of ours to persuade them that the same prayers will be heard for 
them, as were heard for others. As soon as they know such prayers 
have been made, they will feel better, and begin to think that if they 
are not converted already, they surely shall be. As soon as they are 
thus relieved, and begin to find their distress removed, they will begin 
to think they are converted, and to rejoice in hope. And if we ean 
lead the friends of Immanuel into the same erroneous views of the 
prayer of faith, that we did in the last century, and take the same 
advantage of it, it will greatly contribute to this result. When we 
can make them think they have prayed in faith for the conversion of 
an individual, they will be likely to expect it, and perhaps to predict it, 
and possibly to let him know it, and then the work is easy. And fer- 
haps we can induce some to tell those who begin to question the gen 
vineness of their hope, that they have no occasion to doubt, because 
they have prayed in faith for them, and they cannot be lost. If we 
can only accomplish this, it will make our delusions strong: 

Sp. of Error. And if this can be done, we may hope to mislead 
peeple in respect to what is evidence ofa good hope, and make them 
despise such marks of conversion as are laid down in the King’s book. 
We did this in the last century, and with great effect. We led them 
to make much of their happy feelings, and of such inward suggestions 
of their good estate as we could make, and to call them the imme 
diate witness of the Spirit.(u) And we led them to think much of 
external acts of worship, which hypocrites may abound in, as well as 
real saints, such as praying, hearing, singing, and attending religious 
meetings, with much earnest talk, and honoring the King with gest» 
tires, such as bowing, or kneeling, and prostrating themselves before 
him, and the like; while we made many think lightly of moral duties, 
such as acts of self-denial, righteousness, truth, meekness, forbear- 
ance, forgiveness, and love towards their neighbor.(v) If we can 
again lead people to do the same, and to consider the former as the 
best evidence of a good liope, while the latter arte made light of, it 
will be éasy for us to confirm the hopes of hypocrites, and induce the 
roultitude to regard them as the most emirient saints: For we know 
that hypocrites and self-righteous persons much more commonly 
abound in the former kind of practices than the latter; for they are 
the cheapest part of religion, and the least contrery to the lasts of 
men. Let wicked men enjoy their covetousness, and their pride, their 
malice, envy and revenge, and their sensuality and voluptuousness, 
in their bchavioar among men, and they will be willing to compound 
the matter with the King, and submit to any forms of worship, how- 
ever burdensome, as appears from the example of the Pharisees, Pa 
pists, Mahometans and Pagans.(w) Let us then lead men to disre- 
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gard and despise those evidences of a good hope, which Immanuel 
will mention in the great day, and which are laid down in the King’s 
book, and make these te be chiefly relied upon whiclrour friends caw 
practise as-wellas any. This will discourage the study of the King’s 
book, and make men negleet to examine themselves by it. it will 
bring into contempt and disgrace such old-fashioned evidences of a 
good hope, as the love of the truth, a teachable disposition, humility, 
tmeekness, gentleness, in honor preferring others, a disposition to seek 
the purity and peace of the church, a strict regard for the Sabbath, 
the maintenance of veracity, and the discharge of other moral duties 
among men. And it will encourage, and flatter, and exalt, those who 
are forward, and bold, and noisy, and assuming, and self-confident, 
theugh they are destitute of any real mark of a saving change. And 
thus, it will lead men to believe, what we wish, that every one that 
saith, Lord, Lord, with sufficient earnestness, shall certainly enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; and it will secure, now, as it did in the 
last century, among those who shall be esteemed the best friends of 
Immanuel, a multitude of loyal subjects to our kingdom. 

Sp. of Delusion. And it will help to accomplish this end, if we can 
prevail now, as we did thea, to bring forward those who are novices, 
and give them a prominent share in.the work.(x) We must try to 
discourage, aod keep in the back ground, those whe are men of age 
and experience, who are not ignorant of our devices ; and, as soon as 
any embrace a hope, we must persuade them that their experiences are 
remarkable,and that none are so well qualified as they, to be leaders. 
And we must have them encouraged, and put forward, and epplaud- 
ed, and followed after; for none are so likely to answer our purposes, 
and assist in the execution of all our plans. (y) 

Sp. of Persecution. Yes; and if any of more age and experience 
begin to make any objections, or if it is feared they will, against any 
thing, that is out of the way, we must endeavour to stop their mouths, 
by enjoining silence upon them. And we can do this with great 
plausibility too, because itis well known that opposition in the church 
is a great hindrance to a real revival. And if they will not be still, 
and keep in the back ground, we must raise an outcry against them, 
as opposers of the work, and put them down; that those whom we can 
better manage may have no such obstacles in their way. 

Beeizebub. Go, then, and execute your plans. And let it be the 
care of all to blind the minds of men, that they may be kept in igno- 
rance of our devices. Let them be persuaded that we are too igno- 
rant, or too feeble, to carry on any such plans; or that the King is 
too good to suffer us to mislead any of his creatures to their destruc- 
tion ; or what is still better, that they are themselves too wise and 
good, to be in any danger from us. And if any of the friends ef Im- 
Se Renee eee ee eames eee tinea 
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manuel should be convinced they have been led out of the way, or any 
should endeavor to convince them of it, let it be said at once that 
nothing of this kind must be acknowledged, lest it should give occa- 
sion to opposers to triumph and behave insolently. If such a notion 
can be made to prevail, it will help us to perpetuate what is wrong, 
and contribute greatly in the end to the success of ourschemes. Let 
none be suffered now te follow the example of Whitefield and others, 
and make retractions. But if any have committed sin, let them stand 
fast in it, and justify it, and be persuaded that it is duty so to do. (z) 
So shall we cast down many wounded, and gain at least one more tri- 
umph, before our great enemy the Prince appears to put an end to 
our reign. 

When Beelzebub had thus said, he dismissed the assembly, and 
they retired. Upon this, “I awoke, and behold, it was a dream ;” 
but Iam strongly inclined to believe, that “the thing is certain, and 
the interpretation thereof sure.” 





FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


REVIEW. 


Articie VI.—4 Dissertation on the Means of Regeneration: by 
the Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D. Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church in the City of New-York. John P. Haven, 142, Nassau, 
New- York, 1827. pp. 50. 


This last and moat valuable pamphlet with which the Doctor has 
favored the public, merits more than a hasty perusal, and a passing 
notice in periodicals. It is one of those original, weighty, and fin-- 
ished productions, which deserve a place in every man’s library, and 
a frequent perusal. It evinces the author’s thorough acquaintance 
with his subject, with the different views that formerly existed, and 
still exist, respecting it, even among divines of the same denomina 
tion, and a commendable firmness and zeal for the primary truths o 
the gospel. The subject of the dissertation is one of the fundamen-f 
tal points of the system of divine truth, without a correct view of 
which, no person can have a clear, consistent and defensible view of 
the gospel. And yet it seems to have been among the last, that was 
correctly apprehended by the acute divines of the last century.— 
There was perhaps not a single divine in Americe, who had clear 
and correct views of this subject, before Sandamin compelled some 
to take defensible ground against his subverting errors. The sub- 
ject of means then received a thorough discussion, and since that 
time has been comparatively at rest among those who have professed, 
to be strict Calvinists. But in a different and more deceitful dress 
the errors of Sandamin and Pelagius seem of late to be gaining 











(2) 316 





—— ae 





$40 Review.—Means of Regeneration. OCTOBER, 


ground among the nominally orthodox. Though few if any of this 
class of persons advocate the old notion of a self-determining power 
of the will, yet an equally absurd, unscriptural and dangerous error, 
which may be styled “the efficiency of the means of regeneration to 
change the heart, without the direct and efficient agency of the Holy 
Spirit ; or “ the omnipotence of moral power ;” is held and inculcated 
by many who have not yet seen fit to put their sentiments in a tangi- 
ble form. A few persons however of late, have had the vain courage 
to do it, and I trust they will be met in the field of discussion with the 
promptness and zeal which the subjectdemands. To refiité this and 
other dangerous errors, to develope and defend the truth respecting 
the means of regeneration, and to set the subject in its true light and 
native importance, appear to be the leading objects of our author’s 
dissertation. 

He first establishes the point that there are means of regenerdatiort, 
of God’s own appointment, which are used by and with all who sav- 
ingly believe. This was a necessary precaution, because some gross 
Antinomians deny that there are any means of Regeneration. In 
enumerating them, the Dr. mentions “the Holy Scriptures, the Christ- 
ian Ministry, the Sabbath, the worship of God in the Sanctuary, the 
1eligious serviees in the family, social, private, and secret prayer, and 
the religious education of children.” To this simple and scriptural 
enumeration, many others of importance might be added, without in- 
cluding those extraordinary, unscriptural, and disastrous means, 
which at the present day, in many places, are supplanting in a great 
measure the faithful and discriminating “ preaching of the word.”— 
Means which conceal the true character, decrees, and ultimate design 
of God ; which do not aim a death-blow at the native pride, and su- 
preme selfishness of the heart, but flatter, blind, and destroy the soul. 

After hinting at the momentous importance of the use of the 
means of divine appointment, our author proceeds to inquire how un- 
regenerate men use these means. And ina scriptural and very con- 
clusive manner, he shows, in opposition to the sentiments of Armin- 
ians, that all unregenerate persons, only grow worse and worse while 
using the means of regeneration. 

In showing why an insincere and sinful use of the means of regen- 
eration is ever connected with regeneration, the Dr. observes, “It ig 
not because such a use of means is acceptable to God, nor because 
such a use of means is interested in any of the divine promises, nor 
because unregenerate men in using them make any approximation 
towards holiness, nor because such a use of them always terminates 
in regeneration. Means have a widely different effect upon different 
persons. Some they save, and others they destroy. The child that 
was born in Bethlehem, was set for the fall as well asthe rising again 
ofmany. There is a sovereignty attending the operations of the di- 
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vine Spirit, which is inscrutable to men. “ Noris it because they 
change the heart.” Under this head, the Dr. with scriptural and un- 
answerable arguments, refutes the fundamental and gress error of 
the ancient Pelagians and Arminians, and of many modern professed 
Calvinists, who hold that means, or “ moral suasion,” is the efficient 
cause of regeneration. This demonstration is peculiarly important 
and timely. 

After premising thus negatively, the Dr. proceeds to affirm directly, 
that “using the means of regeneration en!ightens the understanding, 
impresses the conscience, illustrates the obduracy of the human 
heart, exhibits the powerlessness of means, and the omnipotence of 
the Holy Spirit.” But it is time I gave some portion of the illustra- 
tions. 

“God first places men under the sound of the gospel, leads them 
to attend to the means of instruction, convinces them of sin,’ and 
then, if he means to save them, exerts his power to change their 
hearts. Now it is easy to see that by the interposition of these 
means, a forcible exhibition is made of their own powerlessness, and 
the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit. Without the adoption of means, 
it would never appear in fact, that means are incompetent to the 
work, or that the immediate power of God is at all necessary. Un- 
less the experiment had been tried, there would have been no evidence, 
apart from the divine testimony, that the regeneration of men is an 
enterprise not to be accomplished without the arm of Omnipotence. 
But when the most hopeful expedients have actually been tried, and 
tried in vain, there is a practical demonstration, I do not say of their 
fruitlessness, but of their inefficacy. When the strongest obliga- 
tions and most winning persuasions to holiness have exhausted all 
their energy, without producing one holy emotion ; when the sup- 
reme God has exhausted all the force of his commands and men have 
trampled on his authority ; when he has exhausted all the weight of 
his denunciations, and they have despised his justice ; when he has 
exhausted all the overtures of his mercy, and they have contemned 
his favor; when he has well nigh exhausted his patience and Jong 
suffering in opening their eyes to see their danger, and awakening 
their consciences to feel their guilt, and all this diversified discipline 
only proves that the obduracy of men holds on its way with all the 
means to subdue it, and the obstacles to their conversion rise higher 
by every effort to surmount them; then, and not till then, are the 
declarations of the Bible confirmed by sound experience, and it is 
known and confessed that the power of God himself must be “ brought 
to bear upon a mass of resistance,” the strength of which was little 
thought of, until every other method proved abortive. It is at the 

hour when every other refuge fails; when every thing is hung round 
with darkness and despondency ; when the sinner himself feels that 
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he is sinking into perdition ; and when men and angels might inquire, 
what resistless power can break this heart of adamant? what mighty 
grasp can lift this rebel from the deep abyss? that the interposition 
of the Holy Spirit is visible almost to the eye of sense, and glorious 
beyond thought. Nor is this a consideration of trivial moment.— 
When I consider that God made all things for himself; whenI learn 
from the scriptures that the manifestation of his own intrinsic excel- 
lence is the ultimate end of all that he does; when I hear him saying 
with peculiar emphasis, again and again repeated, that the dispensa- 
tions of his providence and grace are so directed that “men may 
know that he is the Lord ;” when I see for myself how much he has 
done to bring out his glorious nature from the retirements of eternity ; 
to the view of principalities and powers in heavenly places, and men 
on the earth; when I witness the wonderful exhibitions of his power 
and his glory in the effusions of his Spirit, and recollect that these 
brightest exhibitions of mercy would be dim and indistinct but for the 
devetopement they make of Deity; and when I think of the un- 
told importance to himself and the universe of the most distinct an- 
nunciation of his awful name, the most impressive exhibition of his 
stupendous, his amazing glory ; I am compelled to feel that the means 
of regeneration are not without utility, and answer a most desirable 
and important end, if they are only significant indices of the exceed- 
ing greatness of God’s power in accomplishing a work, to which al! 
ther efforts have proved inadequate.” 

Ip the couclusion of his dissertation the Dr. has a number of im- 
portant inferences and remarks which grow out of his subject, and 
which have a powerful bearing against the Antinomian and Arminian 
2rrors which, it is deeply to be regretted, have found their way into 

\st of the nominally orthodox churches of this country. My limits 

Imit of but a few more extracts. On the subject of the divine 

ment of means, the Dr. remarks with great truth and weight : 

there are means of regeneration appointed by God, then it is im 

nt to make use of those which God has appointed, and no other, 

1s no part with the means of regeneration. We may not expect 
e any advantage from the use ef means which God has not ap- 

If means have a passive suitableness ; if they are adapted 
nature to enlighten the understanding and impress the con- 
»; then they must be the very means that God has appointed. 

tude, therefore, as ministers of the gospel, should be, that 

t mistake error for truth. There is awful responsibility in 


4 


' wu r; and I have only to say, that he is the happy minister who 
haz a couscience void of offence toward God and toward man. “The 
I yi that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; but he that hath 
my word, let him preach my word faithfully. What is the chaff to 


the wheat, saith the Lord?” Be it our concern, that the means of 
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God’s appointment do not lose their urgency in the hands of weak, 
frail and sinful man. If instead of the truths of the gospel, we modi- 
fy and adulterate those truths; if instead of the holiness of the gos- 


pel, we urge 
if instead of 


the maxims of a heartless morality or selfish philosophy; 
the solemn and authoritative obligations of the gospel, we 


substitute considerations of inferior importance ; these are not the 
means of God’s appointment, and therefore we may not expect the 
divine blessing to attend them. If this mighty instrumentality is 
committed to men, shall they not feel the constraints of obligation 
that are unutterably tender and inviolably strong, to be faithfal in 


their work ? 
comfort and 
the word of 


And in their nearest views of eternity, what peculiar 
satisfaction will they have, that they have not handled 
God deceitfully, but by a manifestation of the truth, com- 


mended themselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.— 
Then if they have planted the seed of the kingdom and watered it, 
they can leave the increase with him who does not call his ministers 
to plant and water in vain. “ For as the rain cometh down and the 
snow from heaven, and réturneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 


and maketh 


it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower 


and bread to the eater; so shall his word be that goeth forth out of 
his mouth ; it shall not return unto him void, but it shall accomplish 


that which 
sent it.” 


he please, and prosper in the the thing whereto he 


After attending to the inquiry “ whether it is best for urnregenerat- 
ed men to use the means of regeneration or neglect them, or whether 
those who use the means dre more likely to be saved than those who 
neglect them,” the Dr. devotes his last eight pages to the discussion 
of the subject of correct and incorrect directions. to inquirifg sinners 
This portion of the dissertation is very cleat and convincing, and con- 
tains an able refutation of the errors of Arminians and some professed 
Calvinists on this subject. I trast the pamphlet willsoon be abridged 
and published in the form ofa tract, that its circulation may be greatly 


extended. 


One more extract from it shall close this cursory review. 


“The question is, Shall they be told to do any thing which implies 


the neglect or postponement of immediate reconciliation to God,—or 


Shall they be 


cut off from every refuge, and urged without delay to repent 


and believe the gospel? To this we reply, The only proper direction to 


be given th 


em is, REPENT AND BELIEVE THE GosPeL. Nothing 


should relax the force of this pressing obligation. No matter what 
they perform beside, until this is done not a step is takefiin the busj- 
ness of their salvation. Until this is done, they are only contending 
with God, justifying all their former sins, and grieving his Holy 
Spirit. Until this is done, they are only resisting the most powerful 
motives to holy obedience, trampling on the divine authority, abusing 


he divine goodness, and rejecting the great salvation. No direction 
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ought, therefore, to be given them, that will afford their consciences 
the least relief in the neglect of this reasonable duty. And I do not 
hesitate to say, it is at the peril of ministers to pursue any other course 
with them,.than one which shall shut them up to the faith. 

Do you say sinners will not be satisfied with these directions, and 
these directions will only discourage and distress them? Be it so.— 
We do not wish to satisfy them, but to render their condition more 
and more distressing, as long as they stay away from Christ. On the 
other hand, we wish to add to the weight of their obligations, till they 
become so awful and accumulated as to be insupportable, and crush 
their rebellion. And this course commends itself to the consciences 
of convinced sinners themselves. It makes them feel just as the 
Spirit of God makes them feel. This is the work in which the Spirit 
of God is engaged with them, and we wish to fall in with it; and we 
know that any other course is to oppose the Spirit in his werk.” C 














FROM THE INVESTIGATOR OF JULY 3! 
A CHAPTER ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

Recrerows Lreerry is so constantly the topic of declamation, and 
so many alarms are given of its being in danger, that it seems desira- 
ble to attain clear and definite views of its nature, in order to know 
the peculiar characteristics of the principles and tlie dispositions 
which are hostile to its existence. 

By Religious Liberty we understand the liberty given by human 
laws to every sect of religionists to worship according to the dictates 
of their own consciences, to exercise and to promulgate in any man- 
ner not inconsistent with the equal rights of others, the religion of 
their own choice, without being thereby subjected to molestation or 
punishment, at the hands of the government, or its subjects. 

Religious Liberty, then, pre-supposes the existence of different 
secis, and does not frown on their existence. On the contrary, it pro 
tecig them. Their protection is indeed its sole object. If all the 
world were perfectly joined together in the same religious senti- 
iments, affections and practices, there would be no need of the laws 
establishing Religious Liberty. 

As Religious Liberty therefore, wholly consists in protecting secta- 
rianism ; so religious intelerance whojly consists in opposing sectari- 
anism. 

Sectarianism consequently can never be opposed to Religious Lib- 
erty. Nothing can be opposed to Religious Liberty but anti-secta- 
rianism. ‘To assert the contrary would be a contradiction in‘terms. 

How can sectarianism be opposed to Religious Liberty, which is the 
very toundation on which it rests ? Can it be opposed to its own exis- 
tence ? 
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How can anti-sectarianism support Religious Liberty ?"Who will 
trust a man to protect that which he hates? Can that protect sectari- 
unism, which regards it as an intolerable evil ? 

Different sects, it may be said, have mutually and alternately per- 


ecuted each other.—This may be true. But their persecutions have 
always been owing, not to their sectarianism, but wholly to their an- 


ti-sectarianism. The principle of sectarianism is the principle of lib 





rand independence. But the principle of anti-sectarianism is the 
principle of dictation and passive obedience. It was so in the days 
f Luther. It is so still. 
The Pagan persecutions of Christianity were all founded on anti 
tartanism. The Pagan Priests invited the fellowship of the Chris- 
tans and offered to add the name of Jesus te their catalogue of thirty 
iousand gods. Nothing but the independent, conscientious, exclu- 
sive and sectarian sentiments and feelings.of the primitive Christians 
prevented their accepting the offer. Some of them indeed did so, 
1nd mingled with the Pagans, and lived very quietly. But those 


vho remained seclarians were pe rsecuted by the anti-sectarian spirit 


} 


“the liberal and enlightened Greeks and Remans. 


And the persecutions of papal-Rome;liave always been founded. on 











1@ same spirit of anft-sectartantsm. The Romish Church claimed to 
» Catholic, that is—universal—libera!. Accordingly it was ante-se¢ 
rian. It could not tolerate schtem. It frowned on seclarianism. 
uld not permit its existence. 
Whenever Pretestants have persecuted, they have done so, precise 
upon the same principice. They have been impatient of schismatice 
-herclics—seclarians. These three terms (so far at least as perse- 
n is concerned) express very nearly the same thing. 
° Paradoxical as if may at first sight appear, it is demonstrably cer 
sta in theory, and historically true in fact, that no general persecu- 
tion ever did, or ever can arise, from any other cause than from a 
yirit of excessive catholicism, which cannot tolerate sectarianism. 
The unity of one indivisible body, which it is deemed exclusive and 
ecctarian not to embrace in the bonds of fellowship, has ever been 
e Utemian Me »to w i th e1 ‘ ectarianism has been 
sacrificed. 
as much as we have of a spirit of seclarianism among us, just 
3. { i we bave oj ti bold, m nd uncon juerable 8 iL of re 
vious liber ] no more 
Just as much as we have of a spirit of anli-sectarianism among us. 
ust so much we have of the spirit of religious intolerance: and no 
\scertain the amount of exertions to put down seclarianism, and 
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° « ‘ si9 the ame t of ¢ ons AaTralir reijcious iwe»rty. 








236 Hints to Preachers. OCTOBER, 


certain by Whom these exertions are made, and you ascertain from 
what quarter “ our religious liberties are in danger.” 

Those exertions are here intended, which would ‘ put down’ secta 
rianism by outcry, clamor, or intimidation, Persuasive arguments to 
voluntary union and catholicism do not come under this head. There 
are some who entreat their brethren all to speak the same thing, and 
to be perfectly joined together in the same mind and judgment: and 
there are others who entreat them to speak nothing at all, and to be 
perfectly joined together without being of the same mind and judg- 
ment. Such entreaties are not necessarily connected with such ex- 
ertiong to put down sectarianism, as imply the spirit and principles of 
intolerance. Mild and persuasive arguments against sectarianism, 
are not persecutions. But when sectarianism comes to be regarded 
as intolerable, religious liberty is in effect proscribed as intolerable. 
Hence violent clamor against sectarianism is much the same thing as 
a violent clamor against religious liberty. Accordingly we find those 
publications which are bitter against sectarianism “ solemnly protes{- 
tng’ 
way. 

If, in a land of liberty, a popular indignation should be raised 
against sectarianism, religious liberty would be in danger. To be 
indignant towards sectarianism is the same thing as to be indignan 
towards religious liberty. 


” against sectarians, for managing their own affairs in their own 


If this clamor and this indignation should rise so high that the law- 
ful efforts of sectarians to promulgate their peculiar religious senti- 
ments, should be regarded ond treated as an infringement of religious 
liberty, the disastrous result is self-evident. No class of citizens 
have ‘a right to infringe on religious liberty. American freemen do 
not intend to permit any class of citizens to infringe religious liberty, 
If, therefore, American freemen can be made to regard sectarian 
efforts as infringements of religious liberty, they will of course, pro- 
hiint such efforts, and liberty will be pestrorep in the mistaken ef. 
fort to PRESERVE it. 








HINTS TO PREACHERS. 

Attach due importance to the devotional parts of public worship, 
and be solicitous to conduct them in a spirit of evangelical fervour. 

It is to be feared that among the hearers of the gospel, there are 
not a few, who are in the habit of regarding the sermon as almost 
every thing, and the prayers as of very inferior interest and minor 
importance. And is there no ground of apprehension, that too near 
an approach to this state of feeling may be suspected also, in some 
who preach the gospel? Mr. Cecil went so far as to say, that “the 
leading defect in Christian ministers is the want of a devotional habit.” 
And is not the truth of the remark too often exemplified ? How often 
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is there a display of energy, elevation and fervour in the sermon, so 
as to form a contrast with the dryness and coldness of the prayer! 
Does it not seem as if the best feelings of the soul were allowed to 
lie dormant in communion with God, whereas they are ail in a state 
of excitement when a discourse is to be delivered to fellow-men ? 
And is there not a defect in point of spirituality, as well as in point of 





fervour? The prayer may indeed be protracted to a sufficient length, 
and yet be lamentably defective. There may be too many words, 
and yet, with regard to many blessings of the highest value, there 
may be too few petitions. There may be no want of petitions for 
temporal good; ef petitions for individuals who request an interest in 
the prayers of the congregation ; of petitions for our country, and for 
the general interests of the family of man; (and these should beyond 
a doubt occupy no inconsiderable space in the exercise of prolonged 
devotion ;) but in how few words, in the prayers of some ministers, 
are those petitions comprised, which have reference to blessings of 
the highest order—blessings which a fallen, guilty, dying creature 
should most anxiously desire and most fervently implore? How few 
are the petitions for the fulness of spiritual blessings, for which the 
covenant of grace is primarily designed ! How slight is the recogni- 
tion of the mediatorial character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
How slight is the reference to the glorious operations of the Holy 
Spirit, and to the gracious and condescending promises of bis aid, in 
answer to the prayer of faith! After studying the models of apostoli 

prayer which are \eft on record in the sacred writings, might not the 
devotional worshipper be in some instances almost tempted to think, 
that in conducting the devotions of the auditory, the minister had for- 
gotten that the object of primary importance in approaching the 
throne of Him who heareth prayer, is to “ obtain mercy and to find 
grace ?” 

Are there not some of our younger ministers, who have been ac 
customed to think too little of the importance of the devotional exer 
cises of public worship? Have they not much need to cultivate, in 
the hours of retirement, those feelings, which, when habitually preva 
ent, will be the best preparative both for the prayers and for the 
discourses of the pulpit ? Should it not be their most earnest desire, 
vith this view, that the word of Christ may dwell in them richly, and 
that the Spirit of Christ may be to them in every act of worship, the 


Spirit of grace and of supplication ?—H. F. Burder. 


rryy ‘ ‘ 4% T ‘ ‘ 
l N | ELLIGENCE. 

BURMAN MISSION. Inalettertoa friend in Salem, Mrs. Board 
man states, that, soon after their removal to their new station, Maula- 
ming, they were awakened one morning just before day-break, and 
to their surprise and consternation, found every trunk and box in the 
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room broken open, and robbed of their contents. . Their bureau had 
shared a similar fate ; the looking-glass, watch, andsilver spoons were 
yone, also a bunchof-keys. After the first amazement had a Jittle 

subsided, they discovered two large holes cut in the curtains sur- 
rounding their bed, the one at the head and the other at the foot 
where Mr. B. had been sleeping. . It seems indeed remarkable, and 
is to be regarded as providentiz u, that a band of plunderers should en- 
ter their dwelling, commit such depredations, and depart with thei: 
booty, and the slumbers of the owners, even of the “infant in its 
mother’s bosom,” remain alithe while unbroken. But to this circum- 
stance, under God, they probably owed their preservation. ‘ Verily 
che that keepeth Israel doth not s!umber.’ 

INDIANS IN CANADA. Rev. Mr. Osgood, now in Philadelphize 
is engaged in soliciting subscriptions to provide the means of instruc- 
tion for the Indians and destitute settlers in Canada. A Society has 
been formed in Montreal to establish schools among them, of which 
Mr. Osgood is at present, the Agent. Mr. Osgood is favorably known 
as having been occupied in similar designs for more than twenty 


vears. 


HARVARD COLLEGE. By the annuai catalogue it appears, 
that at this venerable seat of Jearning, there are candidates for the 
ininistry 17—Students in the Divinity $ >hool 33— Students attending 
Medical Lectures 84—Law Students 6—other resident graduates 6— 
of Undergraduates, Seniors 60—Juniors 47—Sophomores 69—Fresh- 
men 74—and Students not candidates for graduation 5 ;—making a 
total of 401 pupils connected with the University. Onc omparing the 
present with the last year’s Cataloguc, we oy an increase of 29 Un- 


dergraduates, and of 7 Divinity Students since October 1827. These 
pupils receive instruction from 17 Professors, and 5 ‘Futers. 


REVIVAL IN NEW-YORK. In the central Presbyterian Churcli 
n Drosasos8t as we learn oan the N. Y. Observer, a silent and grad- 
ual revival has been In progress for nearly a year, during which about 


ne hundred have found the Saviour prec tous, and rejoiced in hope.— 


Of these forty -nive ‘had joined the Central Church ; about twenty had 
joined other churches, and twenty others were ¢ <pected to make a 


ublic profession of their faith last Sabbath, 25th Oct 
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we *n Troete, resplendent as the orb of day, 
Ere Errore from the realms of dar} ness spi LD 
O’er the y young umverse held generous sw ay, 
‘The morning stars in choral concert sang.’ 


Vi 


arth then was fair, e’en in her Maker’s view, 
And man adoring bow’d, supremely 
No pain nor grief nor sorrow then he knew, 


No rage nor envy rankled in his breast. 


The law of love, its precepts and restraints, 
Rewards and penalties, be understood ; 
Yet rais’d no captious murm’ring 


For all, he felt, were holy, ju 
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Sach Eden was when her Elysian bowers 
The serpent enter’d, on destruction bent ; 
Smoothly he wound bis way through twioimg flowers 
Beauteous in form and liberal in ostent. 





Then with persuasive voice--‘ Hath Gop indeed, 
“ To narrow, rigid rules confin’d ye down? 

‘Hath He impos’d this dark and gloomy creed 
“ And are ye slaves beneatli a tyrant’s frown: 





‘No: God is love; this dreaded fruit, he knows, 
“Shall make ye, e’en as gods, ascend on high : 
“*Gainst his own offspring hath he thunder’d woes ° 

“*Tis blasphemy :— Ye shall not surely die.” 


Thus Exror enter’d, Stix triumphant came, 
Eden was spoil’d, the universe was marr’d, 
Man from his Maker’s glance recoji’d with shame 
And saw the gates of peace against him bafr’d. 





Celestial Truta, with anguish sore oppress’d, 
Stripp’d off her shining robes and laid them by 
And since that fatal hour, in sackcloth dress’d 


Hath roam’ d upon the earth with tearful eye 





Ernor beheld, and wrapp’d her hideous shape 
In the fair raimeat Truth had threwn away, 
Hler air and accents next essay’d to ape, 
And plays the angel to the present day. 


While Trutu with caution spake, and many a fear, 
terror roll’d out her lore with flippant tongue, 


ller’s were the laugh, the jest, the idle sneer, 


- The jovial, merry face that pleas’d the young 
Light was the jest indeed, and wild the song, 
But yet it drown’d the voice of sober Truth, 
Who walk’d with meek and noiseless step along 
Nor won the eye of age, or ear of youth. 
a lifer words indeed were wise, her ken profound 


Yet could not penetrate the brainless skull, 
Her language too was chaste, her logic sound, 


And yet by prating fools ’twas counted dull. 





At length she rais’d once more her drooping head 
And on her slanderers cast a piercing eye ; 
‘Ye are the people, without doubt,” she said 


‘* Wisdom, whenever ye expire, shall di 





At the keen irony abash’d and blank, 
To their own nothingness e’en fain to cree p 
llordes of licentious witlings backward shrank 
Nor dar’d to move their gosling wings, or peep 


Yesons of Traurs, who, set in her defence, 
Would urge the warfare with eff 








t and skill 





Follow her footsteps, fearless of of 


ur fence, 
Her sharp and galling weapons wielding st 
. . 
for still with subtle wiles the serpent creeps, 
With br rhtand changes fal h as. beds "il with flow’: 4 
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While Trutn, unheeded, oft with anguish weeps 
The ruins of her fair sequester’d bow’rs. 


And still is urg’d the pleasing, liberal plea 
’Gainst narrow, bigot creeds and harsh restraints, 
While Avarice, Pride and sensua] Revelry, 
Conspire to swell the chorus of complaints. 


And still the faithful few who walk with God, 

As weak unhappy maniacs they despise— 
Exclusive zealots who in darkness pled, 

And loath the fruit which makes mankind so wise. 


Samet 
2 VBA Fed. 


And on th’ obedient still the fault is charg’d, 
That God’s commands unable to descry, 

They deem him tyrant, nor with “ views enlarg’d,” 
Receive the cheering truth—*“ ye shall not die.™ 


ee 


Gird then your armour on, ye sons of Truta, 
Each lawful weapon wielding, burnish’d bright, 

Mount upas eagles, run like bounding youth, 
And put the hosts of Belial all to flight. 


And though ye may not rail at those who rail, 
Nor render ill for ill with angry strife, 

¥et Irony may Sophistry assail, 
And Satire paint Deception to the life. 


The query quaint, the keen yet just retort, 
The merited rebuke, the shrewd remark, 

E’en sacred prophets made their last resort, 
To ferret Exnon from her labyrinths dark. 


Yet Kindness must impel, and Judgment guide, 
Lest Hate or Levity usurp control, 

Integrity and Wisdom must preside, 
And Salt must season and preserve the whole. 


‘ According to his folly chide a fool, 

‘ Lest he aspire the universe to rule— 
“According to his folly chide him not, 

“Lest thou thyselfcontract the same foul blot.’ 


Thus warn’d, oft pause ;—at times let satire sleep, 
The man may smile ;—the Christian too should weep, 

As wept the Saviour:—‘Ot! ere life doth cease, 
‘Might they but learn the pleasant ways of peace "’ 


Gird, gird your armour on, e’en gird it all, 

The sword, the shield, the breast-plate, faith and pray’r. 
The hosts of Amalek at length shall fall, 

For Zion still enjoys her Saviour’s care. 


Error shall bend before the coming blast, 
Her luscious fallacy—* Ye shall not die” — 
Barth’s primal, fatal bane—her first, her last— 
Like mist before the rising sun’ sifall fly. 


Trours then on earth her empire shall regain, 
And Eden flourish in her early bloom, 

Peace, joy and love, and innocence shall reign, 
Nor dread the blighting winter of the tomh 





